
The Origins collection  
I trained as a scientist, taking my tutorials in the very rooms 
occupied by Charles Darwin during his time at Christ’s College 
Cambridge. My PhD focused on the fossil remains of reptiles that 
are hundreds of millions of years old, and my craft skills were 
refined through the making of meticulous illustrations of bones 
and anatomy. In these pieces, I revisit the passion of my younger 
self with a mischievous exploration into iconic medieval 
portrayals of creation stories through the medium of Darwin’s 
words from ‘The Origin of Species.’ 
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Eden 
Oil pastel over acrylic wash, 2024


A tapestry of writing uses many passages from Darwin; only isolated words are legible. The 
painting has evolved through layers of overwriting; some of the stages are shown below. 

Framed size 45x64cm. Oak & glass frame. £350  



Eden II 
Oil pastel over acrylic wash, 2024


A tapestry of writing uses many passages from Darwin; only isolated words are legible. 

Framed size 45x64cm. Oak & glass frame. £350  



Rising of the Ark 
Oil pastel over acrylic wash, 2024


This painting draws inspiration from a 1556 fresco by Aurelio Luini. The tapestry of writing 
uses many passages from Darwin and the painting has evolved through many layers; some of 
the stages are shown below. 

Framed size 72x92cm. Oak and glass frame. £900  



The Ark Rides the Deluge 
Water-soluble graphite, 2025


Darwin’s text reads: ‘It is so easy to think that we give an explanation when we only restate a 
fact.’ 

Framed size 45x64cm. Oak & glass frame. £250  



Noah releases a raven 
Water-soluble graphite with acrylic wash, 2025


Darwin’s text reads: ‘Of the species now living very few will transmit progeny of any kind to 
a far distant futurity; for the manner in which all organic beings are grouped, shows that the 
greater number of species in each genus, and all the species in many genera, have left no 
descendants, but have become utterly extinct. We can so far take a prophetic glance into 
futurity as to foretell that it will be the common and widely spread species, belonging to the 
larger and dominant groups within each class, which will ultimately prevail and procreate 
new and dominant species. As all the living forms of life are the lineal descendants of those 
which lived long before the Cambrian epoch, we may feel certain that the ordinary 
succession by generation has never once been broken, and that no cataclysm has desolated 
the whole world. Hence, we may look with some confidence to a secure future of great length. 
And as natural selection works solely by and for the good of each being, all corporeal and 
mental endowments will tend to progress towards perfection. 

Thus, from the war of nature, from famine and death, the most exalted object which we are 
capable of conceiving, namely, the production of the higher animals, directly follows.’  

Framed size 64x45 cm. Oak & glass frame. £250  



The dove returns with a branch 
Water-soluble graphite with acrylic wash, 2025


Darwin’s text reads: ‘Although much remains obscure, and will long remain obscure, I can 
entertain no doubt, after the most deliberate study and dispassionate judgment of which I am 
capable, that the view which most naturalists until recently entertained, and which I formerly 
entertained—namely, that each species has been independently created—is erroneous. I am 
fully convinced that species are not immutable; but that those belonging to what are called 
the same genera are lineal descendants of some other and generally extinct species, in the 
same manner as the acknowledged varieties of any one species are the descendants of that 
species. Furthermore, I am convinced that natural selection has been the most important, but 
not the exclusive, means of modification. 

Several eminent naturalists seem no more startled at a miraculous act of creation than at an 
ordinary birth. The day will come when this will be given as a curious illustration of the 
blindness of preconceived opinion. Do they believe that at each supposed act of creation one 
individual or many were produced?’  

Framed size 45x64 cm, oak & glass frame. £250  



Riding the Deluge 
Oil pastel and ink pencil over acrylic wash, 2025


Darwin’s text reads: ‘The day will come when this will be given as a curious illustration of 
the blindness of preconceived opinion. These authors seem no more startled at a miraculous 
act of creation than at an ordinary birth. But do they really believe that at innumerable 
periods in the earth’s history certain elemental atoms have been commanded suddenly to 
flash into living tissues? Do they believe that at each supposed act of creation one individual 
or many were produced? Were all the infinitely numerous kinds of animals and plants created 
as eggs or seed, or as full grown? and in the case of mammals, were they created bearing the 
false marks of nourishment from the mother’s womb?’ 

Framed size 72x92cm. Oak and glass frame. £700 



Return of the Dove  
Acrylic with ink pencil and oil pastel, 2025


Among Darwin’s words lost and found within the layers is the passage: ‘Although much 
remains obscure, and will long remain obscure, I can entertain no doubt, after the most 
deliberate study and dispassionate judgment of which I am capable, that the view which most 
naturalists until recently entertained, and which I formerly entertained—namely, that each 
species has been independently created—is erroneous. I am fully convinced that species are 
not immutable; but that those belonging to what are called the same genera are lineal 
descendants of some other and generally extinct species, in the same manner as the 
acknowledged varieties of any one species are the descendants of that species. Furthermore, I 
am convinced that natural selection has been the most important, but not the exclusive, 
means of modification.’  

Framed size 72x92cm. Oak and glass frame £900  



Release of the Raven 
Oil pastel and ink pencil over acrylic wash, 2025


The storms of the Deluge have abated, but many dangers are still lurking in the depths. 
Noah’s raven will return disappointed from the search for dry land. Darwin’s text reads: ‘To 
my mind, it accords better with what we know of the laws impressed on matter by the Creator, 
that the production and extinction of the past and present inhabitants of the world, should 
have been due to secondary causes, like those determine the birth and death of the individual. 
We can so far take a prophetic glance into futurity as to foretell that it will be the common 
and widely spread species, belonging to the larger and dominant groups within each class, 
which will ultimately prevail and procreate new and dominant species. 

Thus, from the war of nature, from famine and death, the most exalted object which we are 
capable of conceiving, namely, the production of the higher animals, directly follows.’  

Framed size 72x92cm. Oak and glass frame. £700  



Disembarkation I 
Charcoal on watercolour paper, 2025


Darwin’s text reads: ‘When I view all beings not as special creations, but as the lineal 
descendants of some few beings which lived long before the first bed of the Cambrian system 
was deposited, they seem to me to become ennobled… And as natural selection works solely 
by and for the good of each being, all corporeal and mental endowments will tend to progress 
towards perfection… It is interesting to contemplate a tangled bank, clothed with many plants 
of many kinds, with birds singing on the bushes, with various insects flitting about, and with 
worms crawling through the damp earth, and to reflect that these elaborately constructed 
forms, so different from each other, and dependent upon each other in so complex a manner, 
have all been produced by laws acting around us… There is grandeur in this view of life, with 
its several powers, having been originally breathed by the Creator into a few forms or into 
one; and that, whilst this planet has gone circling on according to the fixed law of gravity, 
from so simple a beginning endless forms most beautiful and most wonderful have been, and 
are being evolved.’  

Framed size 72x92cm. Oak and glass frame. £800


